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College eases COVID-19 restrictions, offers optional testing
BEN BRUMLEY
STAFF WRITER

On Wednesday, Sept. 15, a
news bulletin sent to the Kenyon
community announced plans to
lift certain restrictions imposed
last week after a spike in COVID-19 cases. In addition, all students will now have the option to
be tested each week, regardless of
vaccination status. However, unvaccinated individuals are still
required to be tested weekly.
The bulletin detailed the results of the COVID-19 tests from
mandatory baseline testing last
week, stating that, of the 1,696
students who were tested, 65 tested positive — a positivity rate of
3.8%. A majority of the positive
tests came from fully vaccinated
students who were exhibiting
symptoms. According to the bulletin, vaccinated students have
generally not shown a high rate
of severe symptoms. The bulletin

also maintained that there have
been no known cases of transmission within the classroom,
though it is unclear how this was
determined.
Currently, vaccination is required for students, but not faculty and staff. However, the College is considering expanding the
vaccine mandate, given the Food
and Drug Administration’s full
approval of the COVID-19 vaccine and the proposed federal
mandate that employers with
more than 100 employees must
require vaccination.
Demands for systematic testing arose after a spike in positive
cases in early September. Many
Kenyon community members
viewed the outbreak as a result of
a deficient COVID-19 response
plan, specifically the College’s
failure to test students when they
arrived on campus. In response
to the criticism, Kenyon implemented mandatory testing of the

student body and offered testing
clinics as part of its change in
protocol.
The low positivity rate, along
with the other data collected
by the College, has led it to lift
some of the current restrictions.
This primarily affects class attendance, dining and social events.
Classes that went remote after restrictions were put in place must
return to in-person instruction
by Sept. 22. Organized events
now allow up to 50 attendees outdoors, informal gatherings can
be up to 10 attendees and each
student can have one guest in
their rooms, with a maximum of
10 people total in their residence
space. In addition, Peirce Dining
Hall has officially reopened for
in-person dining as of Thursday
morning.
The campus will remain open
to visitors and Family Weekend
is still expected to take place in
October, though with some re-

strictions. The academic calendar
remains unchanged and students
will be allowed to travel off campus for fall and Thanksgiving
break, though the website states
the College is “actively considering” entry testing upon students
returning after Thanksgiving.
The other updates primarily
dealt with continued testing policies and the procedure for students who test positive. Optional
weekly testing will be offered to
vaccinated students, and the Cox
Health and Counseling Center will continue to monitor and
test symptomatic students. In the
case of a positive test, a student
will be moved to isolation housing; if the number of cases exceeds available isolation housing,
students will be expected to selfisolate in their rooms.
President Sean Decatur said
that providing access to tests on
campus is important to avoid
students leaving campus to get

tested. This allows the College
the most accurate picture of testing data, as they are not relying
on students to self-report their
external test results.
Decatur also emphasized that
due to the vaccination status of
Kenyon’s campus, the nature of
the campus outbreak was quite
surprising. “This isn’t the way we
expected to begin the semester,”
he said. He went on to add that
the current guidelines are designed to give students the ability to make their own informed
choices.
“We [want to] strike a balance
where we’re not locking down the
campus in any way — we’re having a sense of a return of full activities and engagement on campus, but doing it in a way where
folks are also feeling like they
have their own individual resources to navigate safely based
on their particular situation and
desires,” he said.

Brown Family Environmental Center gifted 110-acre plot
ARI BLUFFSTONE
NEWS ASSISTANT

In August 2021, an anonymous donor gifted more than 110 acres of land to
the College off the northwest corner of
the Brown Family Environmental Center
(BFEC).
“This is a huge opportunity,” said Dave
Heithaus, director of Kenyon’s Office of
Green Initiatives. “It’s a beautiful piece of
ground.”
While planning for this newly acquired
land is at an early stage, Heithaus noted
that the land will ultimately become accessible to the general public and promote
healthy ecosystem functioning. Heithaus
also revealed that by June 2022, the Office
of Green Initiatives will publish a 20-year
strategic plan for the land, which is currently being used for grazing cows and
boasts a house and barn, which are both
historic, mid-19th century buildings. The
office plans to honor that existing lease for
five years.
Heithaus also mentioned the wonderful views available from the hill at the top
of the property. “They’re arguably the best
views I have seen in central Knox County,”
he said.
Founded in 1995, BFEC manages an
array of habitats. Prior to this addition,
it comprised 500 acres, which includes
nine miles of trails and sections of both
the Kokosing River and Wolfrun Creek.
According to its website, the BFEC aims
to “promote natural diversity, [and provide] teaching and self-guided learning for
students and community members of all
ages,” including 23,000 school-aged children since its inception. The BFEC is also
a host to a number of community gatherings, including Kenyon’s Fall Festival, and

The additional acreage will be open for community use in early November. | SARA HALEBLIAN
serves as a site for College-affiliated research on local bird populations.
According to the BFEC website, the expressed purpose of the BFEC is to “share
the story of Ohio’s landscape,” and highlight the land’s “extraordinary change in
the past 200 years.” As Kenyon approaches
the 200th anniversary of its founding, the
College’s relationship to land continues to
evolve as it acquires new parcels of property through purchases and donations. As
a steward of more than 1,000 acres, Kenyon’s relationship to land is relevant not
only to its conservation efforts through the
BFEC, but also as a matter of the College’s
holistic land policy going forward.
The addition of new territory to Ke-

nyon’s property holdings also serves as a
reminder of the land’s original occupants.
According to Kenyon College’s Land Acknowledgement, ratified in 2020, the “disputed Treaty of Greenville (1795) and the
forced removal of Indigenous peoples
from this region allowed for the founding
of the College in the early 1800s.”
Associate Professor of History Patrick
Bottiger, who studies Indigenous history
in the Ohio Valley, emphasized that the relationships of Native groups with the land
that Kenyon now occupies have not disappeared. “[For] Indigenous peoples,” he
said, “their spiritual connections to a place
don’t end simply because they left or were
forced to leave.”

Heithaus noted that the BFEC operates upon the same land acknowledgement ratified by the rest of the College,
and that he hopes to honor the spirit of the
acknowledgement. “I think within [whatever the College views is appropriate], we
would figure out ways to honor [the land
acknowledgement ] — to not just say it, but
do it,” Heithaus said. “People are still talking about how to follow [the acknowledgment] up with action.”
According to Heithaus, the BFEC hopes
to have sections of the new land available
for limited student and community use by
early November.
Zoë Packel ’22 contributed to reporting.
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College amends Title IX policy to follow federal regulations
LINNEA MUMMA
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

On Sept. 3, Civil Rights/
Title IX Coordinator Samantha Hughes sent out a news
bulletin announcing that, as
of Aug. 24, all higher education institutions are required
by the United States Department of Education’s Office
for Civil Rights to conduct a
live hearing and cross-examination of all witnesses when
a formal Title IX complaint is

resolved through formal resolution.
Hughes felt that this was
an important change, as the
Title IX review process will
become much more holistic.
“The College feels strongly
that all statements and evidence should be considered
by the Hearing Chair as they
determine the outcome (responsible or not responsible),”
Hughes wrote in an email to
the Collegian. “This change in
enforcement opened the door

for the College to update our
procedures.”
The revised policy comes
after the College’s lengthy review of the Sexual Harassment
and Misconduct Policy this
summer. Back in July, the Office of Communications notified the Kenyon community
that the policy would undergo a series of revisions due to
the new regulations from the
U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights.
The announcement made it

clear that these “ behavioral
expectations, reporting options, and resolution options”
concerned all members of the
Kenyon community. It also
said that the Office for Civil
Rights would offer training
opportunities throughout the
academic year for community
members to become better informed about Title IX and its
ramifications.
The policy also emphasizes that all parties involved in
the Title IX case will be treat-

ed equally. Should a witness
or party choose not to participate in the live hearing,
they will still have access to
the hearing recording, written notice of the outcome,
sanctions — if determined
responsible — and information on their opportunity to
appeal, according to Hughes.
More information and resources regarding Title IX
policies at Kenyon can be
found on Kenyon’s Office for
Civil Rights page.

Mount Vernon announces completion of river restoration
AMEILA CARNELL
NEWS EDITOR
AUDREY BAKER
STAFF WRITER

In a Sep. 3 press release, Mount Vernon Mayor Matthew Starr announced the
completion of a Kokosing River renovation project. The project focused on river
bank rehabilitation on the river corridor
through the Ariel Foundation Park, and
along Phillips Drive in Mount Vernon.
The Kenyon community will also reap
the benefits of the restoration project.
“The work completed by the city will help
to make our stretch of the Kokosing River
healthy, clean and clear,” Noelle Jordan,
manager of the Brown Family Environmental Center, wrote in an email to the
Collegian. “That means a beautiful river
for wading, swimming, tubing, and kayaking.”
Jordan said that the project will help
to reduce erosion and sediment buildup
in the stream beds, as well as maintain
a cool water temperature. All of this will
help to support the river’s aquatic life.
“Minimizing sediment buildup is important for maintaining healthy fish populations,” Jordan said.
In 2016, the city identified three areas of degraded habitat and began taking
steps to address the issue. The restoration project was funded through a combination of grants and local funding. The
city received a $300,000 Ohio EPA 319(h)
grant — given under the Clean Water Act
to address nonpoint source pollution,
which was then matched by the Mount
Vernon Wastewater Utility. Finally, the

Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District provided another grant for
$200,000.
Starr said that this project was just the
beginning of a larger restoration plan.
“We will continue to take action in restoring the natural habitat in and around
Mount Vernon, and hope that citizens
will also look for ways that they can contribute to restoration and conservation
efforts for the nature that surrounds us in
Mount Vernon,” Starr said.
The mayor went on to encourage community members to participate in this
Saturday’s river cleanup. Volunteers will
meet at the CA&C Depot in Ariel Foundation Park on Sept. 18 at 9 a.m.
The restoration project
was jointly funded by
the Clean Water Act, the
Mount Vernon Wastewater Utility and the
Muskingum Watershed
Conservancy. Kenyon
and the greater Knox
County community can
now enjoy a cleaner,
healthier environment for
recreational activities. |
COURTESY OF THE CITY
OF MOUNT VERNON

CORRECTION: In the Sept. 9 issue, the Collegian incorrectly wrote that a photograph
of Georgia Nugent was part of the Gund Gallery collection. The photograph is not in
the exhibition and is in the Kenyon College Collection. The Collegian regrets this error.
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Mailroom expands, first years left without post office boxes
AMELIA CARNELL
NEWS EDITOR

This fall, Kenyon made two significant changes to its mail services program: The Mailroom moved from its
location under the Bookstore to a larger
space in the basement of Gund Commons, and first-year students did not
receive P.O. boxes at the Gambier Post
Office.
Historically, students are assigned a
P.O. box when they arrive on campus
their first year and maintain that same
P.O. box throughout their time at Kenyon, typically sharing their box with
one other student. According to Fred
Linger, manager of business services,
each P.O. box costs the College $106 a
year to rent.
Now, first years can have both packages and regular mail sent to the Mailroom at 101 E. Brooklyn St. When the
Mailroom receives a package, the student is notified by email. However,
when first years receive letters they do
not receive this notification and instead
must check regularly as if it’s a P.O. box.
Linger said the College made these
changes for two primary reasons: the
unusually large size of this year’s firstyear class, and an increase in the quantity of packages students are receiving.
“It became apparent that we would
have to triple students in many postal
boxes, something we were uncomfortable doing for reasons of privacy and
security, more so than the current two
per box already concerns us,” he wrote
in an email to the Collegian.
He attributed the increase in packages to the COVID-19 pandemic, saying
that the issue first became apparent in
the fall 2020 semester. Linger said that
now the Village receives more than 700
packages a day.
“In the Fall of 2020 so many student
parcels began arriving that our former
location and the Gambier Post Office

The relocated Mailroom in Gund Commons recieves over 700 packages each day. | CALEB NEWMAN
could barely contain them,” Linger
said.
Lucy Eichenaur ’24, a student employee in the Mailroom, echoed Linger’s concerns.
“The shelves were constantly full
and we would run into each other a
bit. Especially with over enrollment we
never would have been able to fit the
current amount of packages in the old
space since it was already packed with
only 3 classes on campus,’’ Eichenaur
’24 wrote in a message to the Collegian.

Linger said the future of student
P.O. boxes remains uncertain. “This
year represents an experiment in seeing what volume the Gund location can
handle. And, of course, the size of next
year’s class is yet unknown and could
be a factor in any decision,” he said.
Eichenaur wasn’t too concerned
about this change. “I don’t use my P.O.
box because I forget to check it and also
because the post office sends packages
back, unlike the mailroom which keeps
them for however long until you pick

them up,” she said. “I think phasing out
the use of the post office makes sense
with how much P.O. boxes cost Kenyon and how many students solely use
the mailroom, especially since postal
workers can be protected by the American Postal Workers Union and wouldn’t
lose their jobs over this.”
Linger asked that students come by
the Mailroom and check for letters they
may have received, which he said are
piling up. The Mailroom is open Monday to Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Mount Vernon Fire Dept. adopts student volunteer program
GRANT HOLT
STAFF WRITER

Last year, the College Township
ran out of funding to operate the
College Township Fire Department
(CTFD), leading the department
to merge with the Mount Vernon
Fire Department (MVFD). Despite
the merger, the MVFD has opted to
maintain a student firefighter program, continuing a decades-long tradition of Kenyon student volunteers.
Since CTFD dissolved, the MVFD
has worked to increase full- and parttime staffing at their main station
in order to transfer crewmembers
to the Gambier station. After signing a contract with the Township,
MVFD started its first ever part-time
(PT) firefighter program. According
to Mount Vernon Fire Chief Chad
Christopher, the first round of hiring
brought in 14 new part-time employees. MVFD tentatively plans to staff
the Gambier station in October, two
months earlier than their contracted
deadline of Dec. 1, 2021. As of this
writing, all fire and emergency medi-

cal ser vices are provided by crews
based at the Mount Vernon station.
“The station will be staffed with
three personnel (1 Lieutenant, 1 full
time [firefighter]/medic, 1 PT employee) and with the assistance of the
Student Firefighter Program,” Christopher wrote in an email to the Collegian.
Christopher is excited to incorporate the new program into the MVFD.
“We have already worked with a
couple of the students during the
summer and their drive to learn the
profession of fire and [Emergency
Medical Ser vices] was excellent!” he
said. “MVFD is looking forward to
seeing how we can improve the program moving into the future.”
Before the merger, the CTFD student firefighter program required
that students take both EMT classes and fire training courses at Knox
Technical Center. After training, students worked 24-hour shifts on every
third day, taking calls at any time except when in class. The dissolution of
the CTFD also meant a dissolution of
its volunteer program, but the MVFD

has decided to continue hosting student volunteers in order to keep Kenyon, and the greater community, involved in its care.
The new MVFD program will operate in a similar manner, but will
give students more control over how
much training they receive. Students
who do not wish to participate in fire
calls, but want to volunteer as EMT
specialists, can decide to only take
EMT training. Those who want to
join fire calls may take fire training
as well, although that is not required
for every volunteer.
Nixon also says that student working hours will now require two fourhour shifts per week, instead of the
previous 24-hour shifts from the old
program. These shifts will be scheduled by students at either the Gambier or Mount Vernon stations.
According to Nixon, the Township, Village and College followed a
set of criteria when determining the
future of fire coverage. One factor
was affordability; fire ser vice needed
to be covered with combined funding
from the Township, Village and Col-

lege. Other factors included keeping
response times quick and maintaining sufficient station staffing.
The Gambier Township received
proposals from multiple parties, including the MVFD and the Eastern Knox County Joint Fire District
(EKJFD). In the end, the Township
awarded the contract to the MVFD.
Fire coverage over the Township
transferred to the MVFD in June,
and the College Township Fire Department (CTFD) dissolved shortly
after.
After CTFD merged with MVFD,
Nixon felt concerned about the future of her fire colleagues. But she
says that the MVFD crew have welcomed students with open arms, and
she is optimistic about the future of
fire coverage.
“As for the safety of Kenyon and
the Village, I have no doubt that the
new members who will staff the Gambier station will provide high quality
care to the community,” Nixon said.
“They’ve already been doing a fantastic job, just running out of a different
station.”
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Yakera crowdfunding program to launch redesigned website
CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS ASSISTANT

On Sept. 28, Yakera — an
online crowdfunding platform created by Raul Romero
’22 — will launch a newly redesigned, user-friendly website and transition out of a
pilot program to become an
accredited nonprofit organization.
In 2020, Romero launched
the platform to support individuals and organizations
in Venezuela, campaigning
for improvements in education, healthcare and support
of small businesses. The platform aims to provide aid to
Venezuelans affected by the
ongoing humanitarian crisis.
Yakera, which means gratitude in Warao — an Indigenous language in Venezuela
— gives cash aid directly to
people in Venezuela through
donations.
So far, Yakera has served 30
families and raised a total of
$30,000 during its pilot program.
Romero is excited for other
new features to roll out soon.
In less than two months, there
will be a hub on the website
where donors can track their
donations and connect with
the recipients via social media. Additionally, Yakera will
be launching a new virtual reality (VR) experience, through
which donors can view the individual stories in VR.
Currently, there are a number of sanctions placed on incumbent Venezuelan president Nicolás Maduro and his
administration. Maduro won
an election in 2018, but many,
including the United States
government, claim that the

Raul Romero ’22 launched the program for Venezuelans amidst a humanitarian crisis. | COURTESY OF YAKERA
election was rigged and consider opposition leader Juan
Guaidó the legitimate interim
president.
Romero, who grew up in
Venezuela
before
attending high school in the United
States, realized that the international restrictions placed
on Venezuela presented challenges for other fundraising
platforms, such as GoFundMe
and Kickstarter. He founded
Yakera to address these challenges.

“What we are trying to
solve is the efficiency and the
issue of distribution, and also
giving people the empowerment. We believe that they
know their needs better than
we do,” Romero said.
In order to give control of
financial distribution back
to Venezuelans, Yakera users
must apply for aid through the
nonprofit’s approval process.
Venezuelans must apply for
aid in one of four areas: nutrition, healthcare, education

and small businesses. “Our
vetting is even more thorough than other existing platforms,” Romero said.
Once approved, people can
create a campaign where they
share their story and their intended use for the funding.
Donors can then give money
to individuals through Yakera’s platform. Yakera will
transfer the money via AirTM
to the requester’s account, and
they can then choose to withdraw the money or spend it di-

rectly on goods and services
in Venezuela. Yakera will ask
the recipient to prove that they
purchased the goods or services that they applied for.
The redesigned website will
launch in Spanish on Sept.
28, and the English website
will be released a week later.
Romero hopes to have all of
the new features online within
the next two months. “There’s
a lot coming, and I’m really excited about where we’re
headed,” he said.

Student Council discusses yellow jackets, Chilitos rumors
SOPHIE PECK
STAFF WRITER

On Sunday, Sept. 12, Student Council
met to discuss prevalent issues such as
the sudden increase of yellow jackets on
campus and trash overf low. The Council also shut down rumors that Chilitos
Fresh Mex restaurant lost its liquor license, explaining that it is closed due to
short-staffing.
In lieu of attending the meeting,
Grounds Supervisor Steve Vaden sent
the group some pertinent information
on yellow jackets. According to Vaden,
yellow jacket activity always spikes during the late summer. They are attracted
to all things sugary and sweet, which
renders outdoor dining a likely occasion for a swarm. Unfortunately, the
nests are difficult to find, and Kenyon is
considered to be a bee-friendly campus,

so there is not much the College can do
about the situation.
“I wish I could say there was a way to
reduce the number of yellow jackets f lying around the Pierce tents, but unfortunately, I cannot,” Vaden said.
The Council had some suggestions
about things students can do to avoid
making the present situation any worse.
Student Council President Micah Smith
’22 advised people to be more considerate about where they are throwing
away their trash. Ever Croffoot-Suede
’23, chair of the Housing and Dining
Committee, also encouraged students
to reduce the amount of open trash by
closing any food containers they throw
away.
Additionally, the Council attended to
trash overf low, another maintenance issue. Kenyon’s Maintenance Department
is currently in the process of evaluating

the f low of student movement to improve their management of waste. Dean
of Campus Life Laura Kane asked that
students let the department know about
any sites of serious trash overf low so
they can consider it in their plans.
Kane then quelled rumors that Chilitos was permanently shut down or had
lost its liquor license. She clarified that
the reason the restaurant has yet to open
this semester is the labor shortage impacting many businesses in the area.
Though Chilitos is still in possession
of its liquor license, Kane urged people
to come speak to her if they witness underage drinking at the restaurant upon
opening.
Vice President for Student Affairs
Celestino Limas also attended the Student Council meeting to introduce
himself and answer questions from the
Council’s members.

When Vice President for Student Affairs Ubongabasi Asuquo ’23 asked Limas about his goals for the upcoming
year, Limas replied that he does not
want to impose anything on a community he is unfamiliar with. Instead, he is
hoping to first spend some time getting
a better understanding of how the College works.
“I think you have to go where the
people are,” he said. “Meet people in
their moments.”
Limas emphasized that the best and
most important part of his job is bringing students and staff together to generate the best possible ideas for the
College. He hopes to come to a mutual
understanding with students regarding
decisions the College makes.
“It’s very important that [the student
body has] fingerprints on our decisions
going forward,” he said.
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Ben Grannis ’17 bikes through Kenyon on cross-country trip
WILLIAM GERHARDINGER
STAFF WRITER
MARGARET POTTER
STAFF WRITER

Last week, Ben Grannis
’17 arrived at Kenyon College
from Connecticut — on a bike.
What’s more, he isn’t slowing
down until he reaches the Pacific Ocean. Grannis majored
in economics and concentrated in environmental studies at
Kenyon. Now, he has set out
on an epic 10,000-mile, crosscountry biking tour, keeping
his eyes up and raising funds
and awareness to end distracted driving.
When he started planning
his trip in January, Grannis
only had three destinations in
mind. “One was Niagara Falls
because I’ve never been there.
Two was [Kenyon]. And three
was where my sister lives in
Portland, Oregon,” he said.
The route quickly grew
from there. Through a patchwork of routes from the Adventure Cycling Association,
country roads and bike trails,
his trip expanded to include
rides down the Pacific Coast
and across the Southern United
States. Grannis’ current tour
totals approximately 10,000
miles and he hopes to complete
it in about six months, meaning he will average around 70
miles per day. Still, Grannis is
open to more evolutions to his
trip. “No matter which route I
chose, it was gonna be new and
awesome,” he said.
Grannis was inspired by his
father’s cross-country cycling
trip in 1977. “I was just thinking, ‘this is a great opportunity
to do this ride that my dad did

On his journey, Grannis is raising awareness about distracted driving. | COURTESY OF SCOTT STAFFORD
that I’ve wanted to do,’” he said.
As he thought about the trip,
he expanded his goal, seeking
a “greater purpose” behind the
journey. Before embarking on
this ride, Grannis had worked
at Overland, an organization
that runs summer trips worldwide for kids and teens. After
an Overland student was killed
by a distracted driver, the organization started the nonprofit
charity TextLess Live More.
Grannis saw an opportunity to
integrate the charity into his

ride. “I thought this would be
great to be able to do my ride
and also have something to
work towards fundraising and
raising awareness,”he said.
Now with the ride and its
challenges underway, Grannis
explained that the purpose of
ensuring safer roads grounds
him. “I try to stay centered on
why I’m doing it… but there’s
definitely ups and downs,” he
said. A network of Grannis’
friends and family, along with
other cyclists on the Warm

Showers app, have been hosting
him on his trip, though, finding accomodations remains
challenging. Technology has
not only helped him find lodging, but has also helped him
overcome some expected loneliness on his solo trip. “Because
I have my phone, I feel really
connected to people that I care
about,” he said.
But Grannis still has a long
journey ahead with many more
ups and downs in store. As he
rides on, he reminds Kenyon

students to resist distractions
and appreciate the road ahead.
“If you’re driving, don’t look
at your phone. Just be present,
because the time at Kenyon is
so f leeting. Being extra present will go a long way, because
you’re not going to be in this
awesome of a space together
forever,” he said.
To learn more about Grannis and his trip, you can visit
his website (eyesupride.com) or
follow him on Instagram @eyesupride.

After four years, Yik Yak’s jokes and jives return to Kenyon
THERESA CARR
FEATURES ASSISTANT

Whether or not Kenyon students
needed a new platform to express themselves, they have one. A new(ish) social
media platform has returned to campus:
Yik Yak.
On the app, anonymous users post
“yaks,” which are short text messages
that are viewable to users located within a 5-mile radius. Users express their
enjoyment of a yak with upvotes and
downvotes, which, when summed, indicate the popularity of the yak. Yaks in
Gambier tend to be either jokes or complaints, varying in importance from serious critiques of Kenyon’s COVID-19
policies to gripes about Peirce options.
Yik Yak first arrived at Kenyon
in 2014 when the app was originally
launched. Students had a mixed response. Its continuous use testified to
its popularity, but multiple students
penned opinion pieces in the Collegian
arguing that its presence was a negative inf luence, pointing to instances of

“mindless student-to-student brutality”
and offensive content that emerged in
the anonymous, unmoderated environment. Similar problems plagued the app
wherever it operated and ultimately led
to its demise in 2017.
Under new ownership, Yik Yak relaunched in August 2021 with enhanced
moderation capabilities — just in time
for Kenyon students to move onto campus. Students f looded onto the platform
to f loat their ideas and get a sense of the
campus’s collective subconscious.
“I think the reason I like Yik Yak
and the reason it’s popular is the same,”
shared Sarah Tomasi ’23, who uses the
platform. “You’re sending out your little
jokes into the void. It doesn’t matter if it
gets upvotes or not because no one’s going to know it’s you.”
Jokes based on shared Kenyon experiences proliferate on the platform,
riffing on institutional knowledge or
the developments of the day. “Deleting
Moodle because I need a break from social media,” one user posted. “UPDATE:
no gathering of more than 10 bees al-

lowed on Peirce lawn,” shared another.
Neither evacuation of Chalmers Library
in the past week went without comment
on the app. Many posts, it should be
said, are not fit for publication.
Erin Gallagher ’25 hasn’t known a
Kenyon without Yik Yak and agrees that
the anonymity enhances the jokes on
the platform. “You don’t have to be insecure about whether it works,” she said.
“But I can see how the anonymity could
lead to problems.”
And lead to problems it does. The
enhanced moderation measures accompanying Yik Yak’s relaunch allow users to downvote offensive comments so
that they will be removed, but it doesn’t
stop them from being posted. Additionally, comments that are factually incorrect but inoffensive are free to circulate.
James Hurley ’23 admits that he shared
a rumor about the reason behind Chilitos’s closure that he later found to be
untrue, then regretted spreading it.
Repetitive content, particularly complaints, tend to snowball on the platform. “Complaining back and forth

about problems everyone knows about
isn’t necessarily productive, said Tomasi. “But you can make your little joke
about it.” Gallagher agreed that users
can quickly exhaust hot topics. “There
were a lot of jokes about COVID,” she
said. “And sometimes it’s funny, but
then also there’s an overload of jokes
about the same thing. And because it’s
COVID, it’s not something you want to
hear about all the time.”
Nevertheless, Tomasi thinks the app
is overall a positive presence for campus. “It feels unifying when there’s a
sentiment that hundreds of people agree
with. It feels almost like a little game,”
she said. This unity is especially present
when a user chooses to pivot the conversation from cathartic complaints to
communal support. The top yak on Sept.
14, for example: “Listen underclassmen:
Kenyon WAS fun before COVID. There
were weird parties and live shows and it
was easy to make friends with strangers. It’s just hard to b[e] in the middle of
OH during a pandemic,” one user wrote.
Over 140 students agreed.
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42
43
44
46
47
49
52
53
57
58
60
61
62
63
64
65
66

1
5
10
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
22

Across
“The King of Clay”		
Self-styled superiors		
“A guy walks into ____”		
Civil rights org			
Old slice of Turkey?		
Fish which was once Sharkbait?
Reunion invitee, informally
“...Nor iron bars _____”: Lovelace
Campus boss			
Athena’s shield			
Zoo animal		

23
24
27
30
31
34
36
38
39
40

S
S
CLAASH
CL
p
Com

ella
y Ari
iled b

Kissi

n ’22

AOTY, according to the author of 		
this puzzle
Met somebody?			
Block letters?			
The Devil’s Dictionary author Bierce
Angry Birds, e.g.			
Capital of Venezuela
Higher-up in admissions?		
Recent tournament at which Daniil
beat Djoker
Put on a pedestal			
High horse?			

Senior Class Total:

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

Ronin Berzins ’22

Down
Tune for a sitar
Something to build on
Important Stratego piece
Sound
“Cheap Thrills” chanteuse
Dietary stipulation, sometimes
Comparable (with)
Song on Dr. Dre’s 2001, or a
characteristic of proverbial pri
ma donnas
Encl. to an editor
Choice words?
“I’ve ____ had!”		
“It’s ____ world”: Dickens
Current campus ailment, for

Junior Class Total:

9

7
Answer

“So what?”
Distress letters		
Woodstock Anthem
performer
AOL alternative
Barry on Barry
Freshen, as a drink
Droop
Rilke Elegies which begin 		
“Who, if I cried out...”
“Grand slam” of show biz
Birthplace of Quine
The smallest linear subspace
that contains a set S
SpaceX CEO Musk
I Am Not Spock author
Ditto
Emperor who fiddled around?
Getz and an obsessive
Eminem fan
Pindar products

21
23
25
26
27
28
29
31
32
33
35
37
41
47
42
45
47
48
49
50
51
54
55
56
58
59

Sophomore Class Total:

8

short
Song on Kanye’s debut, or 		
the Enterprise, e.g.
Tossed overboard
Former Chicago mayor 		
Rahm
Bonelike
Northern porgies
Bullfighters’
entrance parade
Aristophanes characters
which say “Brekekekex 		
koax koax”
Best of the best
Lords and ladies
Image crafters
Common paper style in 		
social sciences
Series finale?
Scene which might
feature
Across
A cavalryman, or a one-hit
knockout item in Smash 		
Bros.
Cosmic order in some
Eastern religions
“Au contraire...”
Marvel directing brothers
Romeo or Juliet, e.g.
It’s not a good look
Not up to snuff
Apple tablet
Tom, Dick or Harry
Snake eyes
Reply, in brief
Gov. Hochul’s milieu

First-Year Class Total:

8

Wickham
Berminghman ’23

Sasha Litt ’24

Logan Vidal ’25

At what time does the Kenyon
bookstore close?

11 p.m.

11 p.m.

11 p.m.

11 p.m.

11 p.m.

How many writing sections does the
Collegian have?

Five

Five

Four

10

Four

On which floor of Chalmers Library
is the Writing Center located?

Second

Third

Second

Second

Second

Name two states that border Ohio

Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, Kentucky,
Indiana, Michigan

Indiana and
Pennsylvania

Weekly Scores

3

Pennsylvania and
Kentucky
3

Pennsylvania,
Kentucky

Pennsylvania, Michigan

3

3
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Kenyon students launch magazine blending art with sports
BRYN SAVIDGE
ARTS ASSISTANT

This summer, Kenyon students
Jackson Wald ’22, James Mazer ’23
and alumnus Tommy Johnson ’20
set out to create a publication like
no other — Teamwork, a sports and
arts magazine that explores the intersection between athletic performance and culture. Just a few
short months after its conception,
Teamwork was published and distributed across New York City and
Raleigh, N.C.
The magazine aims to return
authorship back to athletes, something that the Teamwork staff
believes has been stripped away
through the over-analysis of modern sports journalism. “Our one
fundamental belief is that an athlete is more than who they are on
the field,” Wald said.
Wald, who currently serves as
sports editor for the Collegian and
co-editor-in-chief of Teamwork,
was inspired to produce such a
magazine when he had an idea to
send athletes disposable cameras
and ask them to take snapshots of
their daily lives. After a phone call
with Johnson, a previous Collegian
executive director, and creative
brainstorming sessions with studio art major Mazer, the three set
a goal to produce their own magazine over the summer.
The pages of Teamwork Magazine contain long-form journalism,
photo essays provided by famous
athletes and artist profiles, all of
which examine the intersection
between sports and arts. As Johnson noted, learning more about
an athlete through their role as an
artist allows for a deeper connection. “The cool thing about arts
and sports is that you find an artist who’s really into sports, or you
find an athlete who's really into art,
and you have something else to
talk about that can introduce you
to them as an authentic individual
person,” Johnson said.
Although the members of the
Teamwork staff do not consider
themselves to be athletes, they
present unique ideas on how to
facilitate conversations about creative ownership. “You can have an
athlete write an essay; that’s one
thing and that’s a great sense of
authorship. But [Teamwork] is in
a creative sense. They’re now published photographers in a magazine and they can see their photos
in print. It’s another level of storytelling,” Johnson said.
In addition to writing and photos, original artwork created by
Mazer, who serves as the magazine’s artistic director, accompanies each artist interview. “There
were conversations about how you
portray teamwork in a painting or
drawing or image without making it feel kitsch. Or how you show
an iconic sports moment and still
have it feel like fine art,” Mazer explained. His paintings portray intimate sports moments described by
each artist in their interview, which
serve to deepen the audience’s un-

Teamwork is available for purchase in New York City and Raleigh, N.C. | COURTESY OF TEAMWORK MAGAZINE
derstanding of the artist and eliminate the barrier between the subject and the journalist.
Moving forward, the team
hopes to publish more issues and
is excited to feature more athletic

and artistic talent. The publication
continues to explore creativity for
an audience interested in unconventional sports narratives, or, according to Johnson, “kids trying to
connect with their dads who love

baseball.”
Teamwork Magazine is currently sold in stores in Raleigh, N.
C. and New York City, including
Iconic Magazines and Casa Magazines — the biggest magazine

shops in New York City, according
to the Teamwork staff. You can find
out more about Teamwork Magazine on their Instagram @teamworkmagazine or on their website
makesthedreamwork.com.
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BFEC hosts plein air artists to celebrate its 25th anniversary
CECILIA OSHINS
STAFF WRITER

The Brown Family Environmental Center (BFEC) had its
25th anniversary in 2020, and
this year, it is hosting the Plein
Air Artist Exhibition in celebration. Local artists have been
painting at the BFEC over the
summer, spread out over 500
acres to capture the beauty of the
surrounding area. These artists
have a wide range of experience
with painting, and use a variety
of different media: watercolor,
pastels, gouache and oil paints,
among others.
Plein air painting, or “en plein
air,” is the act of painting outside,
away from the walls of a studio.
The art form originated from the
French impressionists of the 19th
century and submerges the artist in their landscape. It took off
with the invention of the paint
tube, allowing the artists to travel
with their work, and is still globally popular today.
“I hope viewers will see the
parts of the BFEC through the
artists’ eyes. It’s lovely to see how
others interpret scenes that I see
every day,” said Noelle Jordan,
manager of the BFEC. “It brings
a greater appreciation for those
spaces.”
This exhibition perfectly cap-

Full Bloom by Marianne Miller is one work featured in the exhibit. | CECILIA OSHINS
tures the beauty of the surrounding area. The paintings feature
the rich greens of Ohio summers,

with blooming flowers or overgrown structures that flaunt the
exquisite nature of Gambier.

Candice VanSchoyck, one of
the plein air artists who has been
painting at the BFEC since 2016,

is a self-taught painter of several
different mediums. She shifted
her focus towards oil painting
in 1991. Since her first summer
in Gambier, she has found herself inspired to paint the Kokosing River and the French Cobb
House, among other locations
that have caught her attention.
“The gardens were especially
delightful to capture on all my
visits. All was in bloom, decked
out in various colors, texture, and
scents along the curving path to
the farmhouse,” VanSchoyck
wrote.
All artists had complete freedom when painting, which
makes the exhibition an exciting tour of different styles. Each
painting notices something new.
One of the larger pieces in the
exhibition, an oil painting of the
gardens north of the farmhouse,
expertly captures the image of
sunlight casting through the
trees and projecting on the side of
a building. This artwork by Marianne Miller brings the image to
life with unbelievable detail.
This exhibition is free to the
public and just a 15-minute walk
from campus. It might even inspire a walk through the nature
preserve. All paintings will be
on display, and for sale, at the
BFEC’s Resource Center through
Oct. 24.

Art Loan program offers 72 works, highest count since 2016
MAE HUNT
ARTS EDITOR

In my Kenyon past, I had never gotten lucky with the Art Loan process. The
stars refused to align. But when I saw there
would be 72 works of fine art available
this semester — the highest number since
the Gund Gallery launched the program
in 2016 — I knew I had to try the lottery
again. The stars finally got their act together, and now my Leonard single is the temporary home of a gorgeously simple Nairy
Baghramian linocut. I couldn’t be happier.
Each semester, the Art Loan program
gives students the opportunity to add some
refinement to their residences with works
from the Gund Gallery collection. The 72
items in this fall’s selection include seven
new additions and the return of larger
works, which were pulled from last year’s
lottery due to COVID-19 restrictions that
made it difficult for safe transportation
and setup.
With more works being housed across
campus, the Art Loan program has a larger reach than ever. According to Robin
Goodman, the Gallery’s collections manager and registrar, part of the goal of the
program is to benefit the wider community.
“You may individually (or with your
roommates) pick out what you’d like to
have in your dorm, but in truth it’s hoped
that the [Art Loan] program is enjoyed
by campus as a whole as you encounter
art throughout the living spaces in the
dorms,” Goodman wrote in an email to
the Collegian.

Although the Art Loan has been a success in its relatively short existence, the
team at the Gallery is constantly striving
for improvement. Last spring, they received $10,000 from the Student Experience Fund to put towards purchasing new
works to diversify the program. If all goes
according to plan, these new works will
be selected by Kenyon students via a voting process. According to Goodman, this
would both encourage student engagement
and help shape the future of the program.
Part of what makes the Art Loan so
great is that it gives students the opportunity to connect with art on a personal
level. Recently, the Collections team introduced journals that will travel alongside
each piece, encouraging students to record
their thoughts and observations as they
become more familiar with the art in their
space. The journals also allow Art Loan
participants to see the work on their walls
through the eyes of its previous hosts.
This was a source of unexpected joy for
me. Once I finished hanging up Mooring
(Slice) on the wall above my rented microfridge, I opened its journal to see what
I would find. There were two entries from
last year, one from the fall and one from
the spring, both anonymous. They reflect
on Baghramian’s artwork, but specifically
in the context of their circumstances: The
first is full of trepidation, uncertainty and
a longing for things to improve, while the
second is more optimistic, having been
written on the day that vaccinated individuals were no longer required to wear masks
outdoors. Reading the two back to back
made me not only reflect on the changes

Mooring (Slice) is one of many works available for students
to host in their dorms for a semester. | MAE HUNT

caused by the pandemic, but also the way
change informs how we look at art.
When COVID-19 eventually becomes
a distant memory, I imagine reflections
like these will become even more striking.
Art is a divining rod for feeling, and the

recent changes to the Art Loan program
allow more students to form valuable connections with one-of-a-kind works. It’s not
an opportunity that comes by every day,
so enter the lottery while you can — who
knows, maybe your stars will be lucky.

Thursday, September 16

STAFF EDITORIAL

Kenyon must
rework its
infrastructure in
order to support
larger population

OPINIONS

kenyoncollegian.com

9

A call for unity after 9/11 is a
harmful myth, ploy for imperialism
GUTHRIE RICHARDSON
CONTRIBUTOR

A merica n inter ventionism.
Yet, for t he majorit y of students here at Kenyon, we have only ex isted in t his post-9/11
era. We never experienced t his moment of pa in
a nd supposed unit y f irst ha nd, yet we have experienced t he resu lting impacts. The “ot herism” t hat has ta ken hold of a l l ma instrea m discussion as it per ta ins to Isla m a nd t he Midd le
East feeds into our ow n A merica n nationa lism,
ser v ing purely as a destructive force. It has arrived at t he point where A merica n exceptiona lism is a w idely regarded a nd accepted fact
a mong ma ny, w it h t he “ot her” not only v iewed
as v iciously foreign, but primitive a nd capable
only of v iolence. This has been t he dominating t heme when it comes to U.S. involvement
in t he Midd le East: t hat t he only la ng uage understood is force. No mention is made of t he
decades upon decades of Western inter ference
w it hin t hese regions, usur pation of democracies, seizing of resources a nd exploitation of
entire peoples for our ow n prof it margins.
Ack nowledging t he horrif ic acts a nd hypocrisy of t he A merica n empire is necessar y,
especia l ly for t hose of our age operating in a
post-9/11 era. Wit h t he media por tray ing Isla m
as a religion of hatred a nd Muslims a lmost exclusively seen as terrorists w it hin pop cu lture
— a nd even t he news systematica l ly dehuma nizing a nd patronizing t hose in t he Midd le East
— t his era presumes a n inherent nationa lism
a nd Isla mophobia a mong its inhabita nts. And
to be clear, t his bla me is most clearly bipar tisa n, as t hese wars have been continued by presidents of bot h par ties; even t he libera l dia log ue
is rife w it h xenophobia a nd Orienta lism, as Isla m in A merica is w idely associated exclusively
w it h t he Midd le East. This rhetoric is actively
harmf u l to t he Muslims who live here, as it reinforces t he narrative t hat t hey are lesser t ha n,
a nd it excuses t he v iolent involvement of t he
U.S. abroad, justif y ing such action as “ bringing order.” For t hose of us t hat have grow n up
in t his era, it is a l l t he more impor ta nt for us
to actively f ight aga inst t his narrative, bot h
for our neighbors a nd fel low people across t he
world.

The College’s 2021-2025 strategic plan is set to increase class sizes about 15% over the next 10 years.
Though this time frame may provide adequate time to
improve College infrastructure, including the creation
of new residence halls and growing the faculty, Kenyon
is already running into significant problems while operating over-capacity.
Kenyon was not designed to be a larger school. It accepted over 560 first years this year — a record high.
Some first-year students do not have P.O. boxes, Peirce
is overcrowded and many students are living off-campus or are living off-campus or are packed into small
triples. It’s even difficult to find space in Chalmers Library, which was intended to dramatically increase the
number of study spaces on campus. By expanding in
size, we also sacrifice the tight-knit community that
Kenyon was originally intended to be.
If Kenyon is projected to grow over the next decade, the College must do better in the current moment
to provide the proper infrastructure to handle larger
classes. In doing so, the unique nature of our school,
highlighted by a single dining hall system, will be lost,
but Kenyon will be better prepared to meet student and
community food needs. Alternative dining options are
an absolute necessity if the College is insistent on a
higher yield.
Kenyon cannot have it both ways. The College appears to want to preserve the sense of community that
Peirce provides; however, they are putting that dynamic at risk by continuing to increase class sizes. The
crowds are unsustainable, potentially encouraging unhealthy eating habits as students desperately attempt
to avoid long lines. Despite the AVI staff claiming this
year’s overenrollment hasn’t had a significant impact
on Peirce operations in terms of food preparation, anyone who visits the servery will tell you otherwise. Typical lines in Peirce see students waiting anywhere from
5 to 15 minutes, while busy periods lead to lines extending outside the servery and through Peirce atrium.
Although AVI workers are clearly trying their best to
meet student needs, food often runs out at certain stations, even when options are being rationed.
The addition of dining options is not a far-off fantasy. The College used to provide various alternatives
to Peirce — Gund Commons once served as a second
dining hall, while Peirce Pub offered late-night dining
options for students on the go. With the precedent set,
it’s time to reimplement these options and make life
easier for students.
The details of Kenyon’s new strategic plan make one
thing clear: The administration has decided to prioritize expanding class sizes over maintaining our small,
intentional community, in which professors and students live close to campus and greet their friends in a
single dining hall.
Why risk diminishing the qualities that make Kenyon, Kenyon?

Ever y year on t he a nniversar y of 9/11, we are
inundated w it h ca l ls to never forget. There is
a lso a sta ndard narrative t hat t his event ser ved
as a cata lyst for nationa l unit y in a way “never
seen before.” Yet, what were A merica ns uniting for? Fol low ing t he 9/11 at tack s, a massive
ba nner reading “enemies of A merica beware”
was unvei led atop a ma in street bui lding in
my hometow n of Chapel Hi l l, N.C. This warhawk ish, bloodt hirst y a nd destructive message
is exact ly t he k ind of excused product of increased so-ca l led “unit y.” In order to properly address t hese issues, not only must we ta ke
action to disma nt le t his ruinous nationa lism,
but t his action must be rooted in a n A merica n
rea lism, including t he hy pocrisy of t he U.S.’s
sprawling tendri ls.
The subtex t of t hese cla ims is t hat t his unit y
is actua l ly aimed towards invasion. Never forget, a l l but one representative voted for t he invasion of Afgha nista n fol low ing t hese at tack s,
a nd t he surge of “A merica nism,” which is of ten
pa inted w it h a rosy light as much-needed harmony, was in fact a surge of nationa lism, used
to excuse ra mpa nt Isla mophobia bot h at home
a nd abroad. These sentiments, spurred by accompa ny ing media responses, coincided w it h
a rise in hate crimes aga inst Muslims — f rom
28 in 20 0 0 to 481 in 20 01 — which since t hen
have never returned to, or even approached,
pre-9/11 levels.
Even now, t he common compla int t hat a f ter
w it hdraw ing f rom Afgha nista n we have “ lost”
tri l lions of mi litar y spending is a farce — Afgha nista n essentia l ly acted as a shel l to f unnel ta xpayer money into t he mi litar y-industria l complex, y ielding ludicrous prof it margins,
w it h some reaching upwards of 4,40 0%, according to a House Oversight a nd Government
Reform memo. Then we have t he huma nist
inter ventionist, which of course begrudgingly dema nds our involvement on beha lf of t he
rights of women a nd chi ldren. Yet, under our
ow n occupation, t he U.S. actively covered up
t he abuse a nd rape of women a nd chi ldren by
t he Afgha ni forces, according to Kyle Rempfer f rom t he mi litar y times, t he DOD Inspector Genera l a nd t he New York Times. Such is
t he delusion of t he A merica n when it comes to

The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief
Jordy Fee-Platt ’22 and Linnea Mumma ’22, managing
editor Amanda Pyne ’22 and executive director Joe Wint
’22. You can contact them at feeplatt1@kenyon.edu, mumma1@kenyon.edu, pyne1@kenyon.edu and wint1@kenyon.
edu, respectively.

The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted for length and clarity. The
Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be received no later than the Tuesday
prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space,
interest and appropriateness. Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject any submission.
The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect the views of Kenyon College.

Guthrie Richard son ’25 is an undecided major f rom Chapel Hill , N.C. He can be reached at
richard son3@kenyon.edu .

The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss issues relevant to the campus
and the world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only to the writers. Columns and
letters to the editors do not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the community are
welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.
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COVID-19 vaccines are effective. It’s time for us to act like it.
GARRETT CULBERTSON
CONTRIBUTOR

Editor’s Note: This article was
written prior to Wednesday’s news
bulletin.
To say t he past few weeks have
been stressf u l and frustrating for
many wou ld likely be an understatement. Kenyon’s COVID-19 outbrea k
and subsequent tightening of safet y
g uidelines have brought great criticism, but not, in my v iew, objective
ref lection. Instead of considering our
situation in tandem w it h vaccine research, some have chosen to somewhat exaggerate it. There is no way to
properly ack nowledge t he fear, frustration and ever y ot her emotion t he
pandemic has put us t hrough. But we
must a lso ack nowledge t hat t hings
have changed drastica lly since as recent ly as last spring. W hy? Simply
put, we have an amazing tool, perhaps t he greatest medica l invention
of our era: COVID-19 vaccines. Vaccines reduce spread and t he chance of
severe illness and prov ide a case to
have optimism for t he remainder of
t he semester.
First, let us consider how COVID-19 spreads among vaccinated indiv idua ls. It is, of course, obv ious
t hat COVID-19 can and does spread

in vaccinated communities. However,
it is a lso v ita l to recognize how t his
spread dif fers when one is vaccinated
and sy mptomatic versus vaccinated
and asy mptomatic. In an inter v iew
w it h t he New York Times, Dr. Ashish
K. Jha, dean of t he Brow n Universit y School of Public Hea lt h, discusses t his dif ference. “W hen we’ve seen
outbrea ks, like t hose among t he Yankees earlier in t he year and ot her cases, a lmost a lways people are sy mptomatic when t hey’re spreading,” Jha
said. “The asy mptomatic, pre-sy mptomatic spread cou ld happen, but
we haven’t seen it among vaccinated
people w it h any frequenc y.”
Let’s apply t his information to
Kenyon’s current situation w it h COVID. According to Sept. 12’s Student Council meeting minutes, t here
have been no hospita lizations and no
documented instances of classroom
transmission. It is clear t hat attending class in person poses minima l,
if any, risk of transmission from potentia lly asy mptomatic indiv idua ls,
including close contacts, especia lly considering t hat ever yone is a lso
wearing a mask. As of Sept. 13, Kenyon’s COVID-19 dashboard showed
57 active cases (2.84% of students).
This is a high level of spread, but t he
rate of cases per day is fa lling and
t his number includes asy mptomatic
indiv idua ls, according to t he afore-

mentioned Student Council meeting
minutes.
The overa ll low and slow ing rate of
daily cases is a positive sign t hat t he
vaccines — a long w it h t he recent ru le
changes such as reducing t he size of
indoor gat herings — have been ef fective in diminishing f ur t her spread.
This prov ides room to be optimistic
t hat cases w ill continue to fa ll and
t he enhanced g uidelines may soon be
dropped.
Vaccine research a lso continues to
demonstrate a high degree of protection from severe illness, including
from t he delta variant. As repor ted by
t he Universit y of Minnesota’s Center
for Infectious Disease Research and
Polic y (CIDR AP), “A trio of studies
… today show t hat COVID vaccines
protect ver y well against t he Delta
(B1617.2) variant, w it h unvaccinated people hav ing 5 times t he risk of
infection and more t han 10 times
t he risk of hospita lization or deat h
compared w it h vaccinated people.”
Researchers in one of t hese studies involv ing 1175 veterans showed a
vaccine ef f icac y rate of 95.1% against
hospita lization for veterans under 65,
and an ef f icac y rate of 79.8% for older veterans. This means t hat for ever y vaccinated member of t he Kenyon
communit y, including facu lt y and
staf f of a ll ages, t he vaccine prov ides
strong protection against hospita l-

ization and deat h.
But let us not ignore members of
our communit y who are immunocompromised or medica lly exempt
from vaccination. As repor ted by t he
CDC, studies indicate t hat immunocompromised people are less protected by t he vaccine. Luck ily, t hey and
t he rest of us are in t he safest place
we cou ld possibly be t hat is socia l in
any capacit y — around students who
are 96% vaccinated and mask ing indoors.
Despite t hose who w ish to negatively por tray our situation, we are
actively using our greatest defense
against COVID-19 in vaccines. No
vaccine is perfect, and risk ex ists in
a lmost ever y t hing we do. The level
of care t hat students show for our
communit y is admirable and is somet hing we shou ld a ll be proud of, but
we must a lso not let t hat care turn
into unfounded panic. Ca lls for a llremote classes or ot her such conjectures t hat Kenyon was reck less to
ta ke in so many students are t horoughly ref uted by vaccine research.
Instead, students shou ld objectively
eva luate t he risk on campus, primarily informed by such research.
Garrett Culbertson ’23 is a political science major and Japanese minor from Columbus, Ohio. He can be
reached at culbertson1@kenyon.edu.

Letter to the editor: Like H1N1 epidemic,
COVID-19 exposes College’s healthcare flaws
To t he editors:
Tha n k you so much for your essentia l repor ting on t he COVID-19
outbrea k on ca mpus. I have been
dismayed to read about t he College’s outbrea k a nd how poorly it is
being ha nd led.
W hen I contracted H1N1 inf luenza during t he fa l l 20 09 semester, I had a rough time. I was asked
to self-isolate in my single room
in Caples, which forced me to use
communa l restrooms a nd expose
my fel low residents. I was promised
mea l deliver y t hat ended up being
unappetizing a nd inappropriate
for my ver y unhappy digestive system, when it even showed up at a l l.

I never imagined t hat, faced w it h a
dead lier a nd more contagious v irus, Kenyon’s ad ministration cou ld
somehow fa i l harder. Yet t hey have!
Sending COVID-19 positive students home to isolate mea ns ask ing
t hem to k now ingly risk bringing a
dead ly a nd disabling v irus home
to t heir fa mi lies a nd communities
— which may include relatives too
young to be vaccinated. It’s unconscionable. The reck lessness, hear tlessness a nd negligence embedded
in such a polic y are whol ly inconsistent w it h t he va lues I learned
at Kenyon. If t here’s not enough
housing to isolate a l l a f fected students in a n outbrea k, it’s not sa fe
for a l l students to be back on ca m-

pus. I tru ly don’t k now how t he COVID-19 Steering Commit tee sleeps
at night. Is a Kenyon education a
process, or a product? Is t he goa l of
t he Col lege to create graduates who
t hin k critica l ly a nd lead w it h character, or merely to sel l diplomas?
Kenyon helped me become myself, a nd gave me t he academic
foundation to pursue a graduate degree in public hea lt h. It’s a sha me
I’ l l be adv ising my younger cousins
not to apply.
Monica K riete, MPH, K’11
(Copy Editor / Lead Copy Editor of The Kenyon Collegian, 20 072011)
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Brett Worsham, director of Lowry Center, announces exit
CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS ASSISTANT

On Sept. 6, Brett Worsham
sent an email out to all athletes
informing them that Thursday,
Sept. 16 would be his last day
as Kenyon’s strength and conditioning coach and director of the
Lowry Center. Worsham is leaving to work for the United States
Army at Fort Campbell in Kentucky.

Reflecting on his time at Kenyon since 2018, Worsham recalled looking forward to being
at an institution that had a great
balance of athletics and academics. “Most places I had been at
prior were very scholarship driven, very much athletic driven for
the institution to survive,” Worsham explained in his email.
As the first full-time strength
and conditioning coach, Worsham is proud of the program

he helped build — particularly
his role in developing the staff.
One of those staff members, Tom
Klosowski, the assistant men’s
lacrosse coach, will take over coordinating teams’ schedules for
strength and conditioning training while Kenyon searches for
the next director. In the meantime, certified strength and conditioning coaches at Kenyon will
assist teams with workouts.
Worsham said that what he

will miss most are the relationships that he has formed at Kenyon. “People forget that the
actual people ‘make the place,’
not the sports teams or even
the college,” Worsham wrote in
the email to the athletes. “These
things are just the catalyst that
attracts people, you all; the people are the reason people stay and
come back years later.”
Worsham’s colleagues will
miss his work ethic as well as

his ability to learn and grow.
Student-athletes respected him
not just because of the expertise
he provided, but also because he
was so committed to them, according to Director of Athletics,
Fitness and Recreation Jill McCartney.
“Brett has made Kenyon Athletics better and we are deeply
grateful to him for all he has
done,” she said. “We will certainly miss him.”

Following an impressive debut at Benedictine University,
Lords fail to find their footing against College of Wooster
CHRISTIAN WATANABE
STAFF WRITER

Despite a promising first game last
weekend against Benedictine University, the Lords football team struggled
against a dominant College of Wooster
squad in their first conference game of
the year. The final score of the game was
49-7 in favor of the Fighting Scots, who
produced 595 total yards against the Kenyon defense.
Wooster generated 14 points in each
of the first three quarters, while Kenyon only found the endzone once in
the entire game. Fighting Scots starting
quarterback Mateo Renteria threw for
over 300 yards and three touchdowns.
Wooster was also led by Carter Warstler,
Bryant Douglas II and Mitchell Heilamn.
Warstler totaled 148 yards receiving and
added two touchdowns. Right behind
Warstler was Douglas with 90 yards receiving and a touchdown. Finally, Heilman scored a 55-yard touchdown.
Kenyon ended the scoring drought
in the third quarter behind the legs of
backup quarterback Ryan O’Leary ’23,
who ran for a 24-yard touchdown. However, Kenyon was unable to build on this
momentum and did not find the endzone for the rest of the game.
Starting quarterback AJ Allen ’22 finished the game with only 10 completions
for 94 passing yards. O’Leary, who took
over at quarterback after Allen, completed eight passes for 91 yards and 34 rush-

Kenyon’s defensive line prepares for a snap at the line of scrimmage. | SEJIN KIM/KENYON SID/NCAA

ing yards.
Out wide, Andrew Schnarre ’23 led
Lords receivers with five catches for
45 yards. Sean Goodman ’23 matched
Schnarre with 45 yards receiving on two

catches.
The Lords were propelled defensively by Mychael Leno ’23 and Jason Kessler ’22 with 10 tackles each. Jimi Bello
’22 also had seven tackles and a forced

fumble.
The Lords will now look ahead to
next week’s matchup against the DePauw University Tigers at 1 p.m. in another conference match.

Ladies, Lords race in annual NCAC Preview tournament
MAGGIE FOIGHT
STAFF WRITER

The Lords and Ladies cross-country teams competed for the second time this season at the NCAC Preview, hosted by Wittenberg University, on Sept. 11.
Other teams that competed included DePauw University, Denison University and Wilmington College. In
their first official meet, the Ladies placed second and
the Lords placed 10th, both with several solid individual performances from runners across all four grade
levels.
The Ladies were only outscored by DePauw University, who won the meet with 73 points — just five ahead
of Kenyon’s 78. Both the fourth and fifth places in the

6k race were taken by Kenyon women: Anna Harnsberger ’23 led the way with a time of 23:50.0, closely
followed by Alice Riley ’23, who came in at 23:58.4.
Other noteworthy performances included Emma
Becker’s ’22 seventh-place finish in 24:09.4, Jenna
Leonard’s ’25 25th-place finish in 25:42.8 and Cecily
King’s ’22 45th-place finish in 26:36.1.
Riley reflected on the Ladies’ meet, expressing pride
for their accomplishments and excitement for the rest
of the season. “This weekend, we were really able to
find our stride as a team and worked to push each other
to perform our best,” she said. “For many people, they
ran their personal records this weekend, which bodes
well for the rest of the season.”
Meanwhile, the Lords took 10th place at the invitational, behind DePauw and Denison’s respective first-

and second-place finishes. Top finishers for the Kenyon
men included Keegan Minahan’s ’24 25th-place finish
in 27:44.9 and Michael Deal’s ’23 58th-place finish in
28:58.8. Jack Caine ’24 was only six seconds behind
Deal, landing him in 61st place.
The other two scoring runners for the Lords were
Peter Bernhardt ’25 and Jeremy Baier ’23. They placed
72nd (29:29.8) and 74th (29:30.20), respectively.
After both the Lords’ and the Ladies’ performances,
the team is ready for some recovery, but is also preparing to continue their hard work. “We have some time
off from racing these next few weeks to put in some
good training,” Riley said.
The Lords and Ladies will compete next at the
Muskingum Invitational on Saturday, Oct. 2, in New
Concord, Ohio.
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Women’s tennis kick off their season at Oberlin Invitational
HOPPER ROWE
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon Ladies tennis team
opened their fall season this past
weekend at the Oberlin Invitational, a
tournament featuring nearly 100 athletes from 11 total schools. Attendees
included three out of the top five Central Region teams (Kenyon, Denison

University and Case Western Reserve
University) as well as the highly ranked
Carnegie Mellon University. The Ladies finished with a 10-13 record in singles play, and a 7-5 record in doubles.
After legendary women’s tennis
coach Scott Thielke retired following
the 2020-21 season, the Ladies are beginning this year under new leadership. Thielke spent 28 years coaching

the women’s program, and 25 years
coaching the men’s team. He received
17 NCAC Coach of the Year awards,
two ITA Central Region Coach of the
Year honors and 2012 ITA National
Coach of the Year. Men’s head coach
and women’s assistant coach Andrew
Carlson will look to follow in Thielke’s
footsteps.
Anna Winslow ’22 and Daria

Beshentseva ’22, an ITA All-American, will take on captain duties for the
Ladies this season.
The next chance for the Ladies
during this season will be the ITA Regional Championship in Kalamazoo,
Mich. There will likely be four singles
players and two doubles groups representing Kenyon.
Kenyon will work hard to recre-

ate the successes of the 2020-21 season. Their season ended in an NCAA
tournament semifinals loss to Ohio
Wesleyan University, the furthest the
team had gone in the competition
since 1998. The returning upper class
players and rising stars will look to
take home the NCAC title and NCAA
national championship trophy this
spring.

Kenyon volleyball shines against the Olivet College Comets

KATIE SPARVERO
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon volleyball team headed north to
Sandusky, Ohio to compete in the Battle at the
Point, a tournament consisting of MIAA and
NCAC volleyball teams held at Cedar Point on
Sept. 10 and 11.
Facing off first against the Kalamazoo College Hornets, the Ladies improved as the sets
went on, but their efforts were not enough. The
Hornets won the first set 25-17 and the second 25-16, committing zero errors in the latter
frame. The Ladies were able to come back and
win the third set in aggressive fashion (25-19),
recording 15 kills while building on their confidence from the previous sets. Unfortunately,
the comeback was short-lived, as the Hornets
ultimately won a tight fourth set 25-23, sealing
the match.
On day two, the Ladies looked to continue
the brief success they had seen at points against
Kalamazoo. Despite losing in straight sets to the
Belles of St. Mary’s College, the Ladies made every set competitive. In each of the first two sets,
Kenyon jumped ahead to an early lead, only to

Jac Cousineau ’23 sets up a spike. | COURTESY OF MIKE MUNDEN
have St. Mary’s eke out a comeback both times,
winning 25-21 and 25-23. The third set was
similarly tight, ending 25-22 in the Belles’ favor.
In their third match, the Ladies were ultimately
triumphant against Olivet College’s Comets.
In the first set, Kenyon took a 9-0 lead, fend-

Ladies split games
at Benson Bowl
FINN ANDERS
STAFF WRITER

After securing a 1-1 record on the road, the Ladies
field hockey team returned to play in their first two
home games of the season this week, first against Centre College (Ky.) and then against Washington and Jefferson College (Pa.).
With 175 fans in attendance, the Ladies hit the field
in hopes of improving their record to 6-4 against Centre. Unfortunately, the game did not pan out as they
would have liked. Kenyon lost 3-0 due to the Colonels’
strong performance on both ends. Centre’s first goal
came moments before the conclusion of the opening
quarter in the 14th minute. After the halftime break,
Centre scored two more goals in the 32nd and 46th
minutes. Had it not been for an impressive nine saves
from Kenyon goalkeeper Payton Doan ’23, this match
would likely have become a blowout.
Only three days later, the Ladies looked to redeem
themselves in their match against the Washington &
Jefferson Presidents. Kenyon did indeed flip the script,
scoring three goals while shutting out the Presidents.
Following a scoreless first quarter, Orcin Akman ’22
found the net in the 16th minute. In the third quarter,
Kenyon converted off of one of the seven corners they
received in the quarter. Forward Bella Kern ’23 scored
the aforementioned goal in the 37th minute, after an
intense tussle in the goal box. The final goal came in
the 48th minute, when Sarah Metzmaier ’22 slashed
through the defense and slammed the ball into the net.
With a neutral record of 2-2, the Ladies will face off
against rival Oberlin College on the road on Sept. 17.

ing off a comeback from the Comets and winning 25-17. The second set was the closest of the
match, and Kenyon was able to break a 25-25 tie
and eventually win 29-27. They bookended the
match with another 25-17 win, securing a win
in straight sets.

Against the Comets, Macy Reimbold ’23
and Paige Milhon ’23 were both especially successful, with Reimbold recording 11 kills and an
ace, and Milhon recording 10 kills, two aces and
five blocks. Despite a mixed record, Milhon described the tournament as a great experience for
the team. “It’s always nice to come together as
an entire conference at the beginning of the season against the MIAA. This tournament was
also an opportunity for us to scout our future
opponents,” she said.
The Ladies continued their season with a
loss on Tuesday against Otterbein University,
falling in straight sets and bringing their losing
streak against the Cardinals to four matches.
However, the team remains optimistic about
their progress. “With several games behind us,
we can build off our strengths and weaknesses
displayed during the matches,” Milhon said. “A
lot of our focus is on being united. It’s one thing
to come together but it’s another thing to work
together, which is what we are striving towards.”
The Ladies’ next match will be at Ohio
Northern University on Sept. 21, as their Sept.
16 match against Capital University was postponed.

Lords win 10-1; Ladies struggle at home
HENRY BUCHAN
STAFF WRITER

Lords:
Coming off of a 3-1 victory over Transylvania University
(Mich.) — their first of the season — the Lords aimed to strike
fear into the hearts of their opponents during weekend matches
against Grove City College (Pa.) and Muskingum University.
In their first match against Grove City, Kenyon dominated
possession throughout the game, spending a great deal of time in
Greenville’s final third, while generating numerous opportunities. These opportunities were ultimately fruitless until the 25th
minute, when drama ensued: Kenyon seemed to be fouled inside
of Grove City’s 18-yard box, but were given a free kick rather than
a penalty. Fortunately, an assistant referee restored justice, leaving a standoff between Kenyon striker Scott Upton ’22 and Grove
City keeper Luke Greenway as Upton prepared to take the penalty kick. As the keeper jumped up and down and hit the goalpost,
Upton refused to be intimidated, cheekily rolling the ball into the
center of the net.
In the second half, Upton doubled Kenyon’s lead off a corner
from Joey Martens ’25 rising over defenders for a header into the
right corner. The Lords’ final goal was a worldie from Alem Duratovic ’25, who hit a volley mid-slide into the corner of the goal
from a difficult angle.
Kenyon’s second matchup was against Muskingum University, and it was a doozy. Only four minutes into the game, midfielder Gerardo Martinez ’25 rocketed a shot into the right corner, and from there Kenyon was at its best. The team added nine
more goals in the rest of the match; the final score was 10-1, with
Upton, Atli Hrafnkelsson ’23, Martinez, Aidan Schoellkopf ’23,
Sebastian Gaese ’23, Luke Muther ’22, Sam Hosmer-Quint ’22,
Alhasan Barrie ’23 and Jacob Lazarus ’25 adding the other goals.
The Lords will look to continue their successful run at Case
Western Reserve University on Saturday.

Ladies:
Similarly to the Lords, the Ladies were also coming off of
their first win last weekend from a match against Alma College
(Mich.). They looked to repeat the same success in their weekend
matches against Calvin College (Mich.) and Transylvania University (Pa.)
Their first match against Calvin College got off to an exciting
start. In the 13th minute, the Knights produced a well-worked
goal, as a perfectly placed pass by Sophie Mueller set up Elizabeth
Williams for a goal from close range. Almost immediately after,
in the 14th minute, the Ladies responded with a goal of their
own, as a brilliant corner by Chloe Webb ’23 set up Samantha
Hayes ’22 at the back post for a tap-in. However, the game did not
remain deadlocked for long. Just two minutes later, in the 17th
minute, Calvin followed up with an almost identical goal of their
own: a corner that resulted in a goal at the back post for Rory
Pruis.
For the rest of the match, Kenyon had stretches where they
maintained most of the possession and threatened to break
down the fortress that was Calvin’s defense, but ultimately they
failed to capitalize on their efforts. Meanwhile, individual moments of brilliance from Calvin via counterattacks allowed them
to extend their lead significantly in the second half. They led 6-1
in the final moments, before Kenyon’s Sadie Gould ’24 scored a
consolation goal on a strike from the right corner of the box.
The Ladies’ second matchup was against Transylvania University. In the eighth minute, Abby Baker of Transylvania opened
up the scoring with a solo goal scored from a tight angle. In the
34th minute, Kenyon’s Morgan Baker ’25 equalized with a high
volley off of a rebound from a corner.
Later, in the 42nd minute, Transylvania’s Rachel Green scored
on a shot that ricocheted off the post and into the back of the net.
The goal ultimately proved to be the difference between the two
sides. Despite dominating the run of play in the second half, the
Ladies were unable to capitalize on numerous opportunities, and
ultimately fell short. They will look to get back to their winning
ways in matches next week against John Carroll University and
Franklin College.

